[Should the lingual nerve be protected during germectomy? A prospective study apropos of 300 procedures].
Lingual nerve damage is one of the main complications of mandibular third molar removal. In literature, the series published are heterogeneous so we have decided to study the importance of the lingual protection only during germectomies (wisdom teeth without root formation). We conducted a randomized prospective study in 300 germectomies, operated by the same skilled surgeon. These 300 third molar removals have been divided in two groups, one with lingual nerve protection and one without. Lingual nerve injuries following germectomies, with or without lingual protection was 0%. In germectomies, one can avoid lingual protection.